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September 2018 Bulletin Notices Month’s Focus: Jurisdiction where L.T.A. are 
permitted in the World/U.S.  Which countries   
permit it?  Polling info on the topic in U.S.  

 
Which countries in the world permit later-term abortions (L.T.A.s)?  According to PolitiFact Virginia, 
the U.S. is one of only seven nations in the world that permit an elective abortion after 20 weeks.  The 
nations include Canada, China, North Korea, and Vietnam; the Netherlands and Singapore.  Next weeks’ 
RFL column of this bulletin will elaborate on abortion statistics in the U.S. 
  
Painful statistics about late-term abortion (LTA) in the U.S.:  The vast majority of Americans oppose 
late-term abortions: 80% of a Gallup Poll respondents believed 3

rd
 trimester abortions should be illegal.  

In contrast, the Supreme Court’s rulings in Roe v. Wade, Doe v. Bolton, and Planned Parenthood v. 
Casey, allow a pregnant woman to abort to preserve her “health” at any point prior to birth. Some states 
have restrictions on abortion for certain reasons but in reality, there are only four states, Maryland being 
one of them, that have a late-term abortionist practicing within the state.  Congress has attempted to pass 
the Pain-Capable Child Protection Act without success. Based on the general consensus of research, 
this legislation supports the position that, starting at 20 weeks after fertilization, unborn infants can feel 
pain.  Furthermore, unborn children at this gestational age are “routinely” administered anesthesia during 
intrauterine surgery.  Why then does our state and others permit abortion up to just before birth? 
 
 
There are different types of abortion:  Each abortion ends the life of an unborn baby.  Furthermore, the 
abortion procedure and its risks to the mother vary depending on the age of gestation.  These procedures 
have enormous adverse consequences for the mother, both physical and psychological.  The Later-Term 
Abortion (L.T.A.) is perhaps the most atrocious and difficult to understand.  Allegedly, many L.T.A.’s are 
sought because a doctor diagnoses that the baby has birth defects.  Doctors can be wrong: there are 
many examples where the woman decides to have the baby anyway and the baby is 100% normal at 
birth.  But killing any unborn baby, even one with birth defects, is against Catholic teaching.  Many 
families report that giving birth to and caring for babies with special needs, even if they do not live long, 
turn out to be great blessings.  Unfortunately, in countries like Iceland, there are not more babies with 
Down syndrome because they have all aborted before birth. 
 
 
Do abortion providers have any accountability?   Abortion statistics are gathered from two main 
sources at different frequencies.  The Planned Parenthood-affiliated Guttmacher Institute, a private 
statistics collecting source, publishes statistics every three months.  The Centers for Disease Control 
(C.D.C.), a public statistics collection source, release data annually based on actual counts at the state 
level. Maryland is one of four states with practitioners who will abort babies up to the time of birth, but this 
state has not submitted abortion totals to the C.D.C. since 2014. Based on 2014 Guttmacher Institute 
statistics, the estimated total abortions were 28,140, which accounted for approximately 3% of all U.S. 
abortions that year.  Pro-Life groups take issue with how the statistics are gathered, which actually skew 
the numbers.  Furthermore, in 2016, parents had to be notified before a minor had an abortion, but due to 
non-reporting practices, how can we be sure abortion clinics are complying? 
 
 
Fly-by-night, self-styled abortion activist in our midst injuring women:  Respected, peer-reviewed 
medical journals report that the risk of a mother’s death associated with abortion increases dramatically 
with the stage of pregnancy.  A woman seeking an abortion at 20 weeks is 35 times more likely to die 
from abortion than she was in the first trimester.  At 21 weeks or later, she is 91 times more likely to 
die from an abortion that she was in the first trimester.  [See L.A. Bartlett, et. al., Risk factors for legal 
induced abortion-related mortality in the United States, OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY 103(4);729-37 



(2004)].  Do abortionists have the best interests of women in mind?  Late-term abortionist Leroy Carhart 
lives and practices in Nebraska yet flies weekly to Bethesda, MD to perform abortions.  Since December 
of 2010, at least seventeen women had to be transported to the hospital from both his Germantown and 
Bethesda locations, because of abortion complications.  There have been seven emergency transports to 
hospitals since 2015.  One tragic case was that of 29 year old Jennifer Morbelli, who died from 
complications after a 33 week abortion.  Carhart had flown back to Nebraska upon completing the 
procedure and could not be reached. He was also sued for malpractice in a different case in 2016. Do we 
really want Maryland law to continue allowing such dangerous abortion practices?  
 

 

 


