
Remembering the dignity of the human person:  "Life" is enshrined in both Catholic Social Teaching 
and in our Constitution. Voting is the only way to ensure that our Catholic values, voices and priorities are 
represented.  We must vote in every election for mayor, governor, school board, state legislature and 
congressional representatives.  Every aspect of our lives and those of our fellow citizens will be affected 
by our elections.  Next month, we will go to the polls.  Be informed about where candidates stand on the 
issue of "Life", then VOTE!  Every other human right, while important, ultimately depends on the Right to 
"Life".  
St. Raphael's does not support or promote any political party or politician. Our faith, however, 

requires that our votes promote policies in accordance with our Church's moral teachings on life 

issues. 

Be aware of what is at stake:  Our forefathers wrote endlessly about personal freedoms.  Abortion is the 

single most significant violation of personal freedom of our time. The most dangerous place for a human 

to be is in his mother’s womb. In our country, every 25 seconds, an innocent human being loses his or 

her life to abortion, which amounts to is 3,500 deaths every day.  This does not even address risks for the 

elderly and sick killed by assisted suicide and indifference, or the loss of life due to the death penalty, or 

to human trafficking. All of these life issues need to be addressed at the ballot box.  In our culture, 

unfortunately, animals have more support and protection than humans. Be informed about the 

candidates, then VOTE pro-life issues this coming election. St. Raphael's does not support or promote 

any political party or politician. Our faith, however, requires that our votes promote policies in 

accordance with our Church's moral teachings on life issues. 

Civics 101:  The Representatives to the U.S. House of Congress are elected from 435 Congressional 

districts, each with a population of about 710,000.  There are 2 senators for each of the 50 states. The 

Maryland legislature has 47 State Senate members and 141 House of Delegates members, who serve for 

four years. Montgomery County has 8 Legislative districts: 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, and 39.  Most St. 

Raphael parishioners live in the 15, 17 and 19 districts.  For additional information and to see a colored 

map of districts in the county and state, visit: www.77vote.org (Montgomery County) and 

www.elections.maryland.gov (Maryland).  Have you written or called your representatives about your 

concern for life issues?  St. Raphael's does not support or promote any political party or politician. 

Our faith, however, requires that our votes promote policies in accordance with our Church's 

moral teachings on life issues. 

Mid-term general election information: Early Voting Dates:  Thursday, Oct. 25. 2018 through Thursday, 

Nov 1, 2018, 10 a.m.-8 p.m. daily.  Voting Location:  Check your mail for the listing of your specific poll 

location. Your Time...Your Voice...Your Vote!  Vote on November 6, 2018.  St. Raphael's does not 

support or promote any political party or politician. Our faith, however, requires that our votes 

promote policies in accordance with our Church's moral teachings on life issues. 
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