
 
 

Late Term Abortion (LTA) Notices 
 Month: November 2018      Theme: What happens in LTAs. 
 
 
What is the difference between “regular” abortion and late-term abortion? Most surgical 
abortions are carried out during the first trimester of pregnancy (within12 weeks of conception).  
At this time the unborn human being is small and can be removed from the mother’s womb with a 
relatively simple operative procedure.  Alternatively, women in the first trimester of pregnancy can 
be prescribed abortion-inducing drugs.  Late-term abortions take place after the first trimester of 
pregnancy and are more complicated to perform.  Support for any abortion, but especially for late-
term abortion, is contrary to the teaching of our Church.  The following web page has details on 
how LTAs are done:  
(https://www.romper.com/p/how-are-late-term-abortions-performed-its-a-straightforward-medical-
procedure-21008).  Parents Advisory:  The web site information is quite graphic and not 
appropriate for children.  
 
How common are late-term abortions? Pro-abortion advocates claim that according to Planned 
Parenthood’s Guttmacher Institute statistics, most abortions, about 98%, are carried out during 
the first trimester (up to12 weeks) of pregnancy.  However, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) place the proportion of abortions done after the first trimester at about 12%: 6.2% at 13 to 
15 weeks, 4.2% at 16 to 20 weeks, and 1.4% at or after 21 weeks.  In 2014, the CDC reported 
that 5,578 abortions were carried out at 21 weeks or thereafter (late-term abortions).  Maryland is 
one of only four states that allow late-term abortion (LTA).  It is our Christian duty to advocate for 
the end of all abortions, but especially for the end of LTAs.  These websites have details on what 
LTAs really entail.   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Late_termination_of_pregnancy and  
https://www.romper.com/p/how-are-late-term-abortions-performed-its-a-straightforward-medical-
procedure-21008).  Parents Advisory:  The web site information is quite graphic and not 
appropriate for children. 
 
How is a late-term abortion (LTA) procedure done?  Late-term abortions are done during or 
after the second trimester of pregnancy, when the developing baby’s age is 12 - 16 weeks or 
older.  The LTA procedure used depends on the stage of pregnancy, and during the second 
trimester the procedure is called “Dilation and Evacuation”.  We should always pray for the end of 
all abortions, but particularly for a ban on late-term abortions (LTAs).  Details on how LTA 
procedures are carried out can be found in: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20070502000343/http://www.webmd.com/a-to-z-guides/Dilation-and-
evacuation-DE-for-abortion and https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dilation_and_evacuation). Parents 
Advisory:  The web site information is quite graphic and not appropriate for children. 
 
 
How are late-term abortions (LTAs) done after the 20

th
 week of pregnancy? At this stage of 

pregnancy the baby’s body is larger and not as soft because the bones begin hardening. The 
procedure used is for this type of LTA is called “Dilation and Extraction”, which lasts over three 
days.  All abortions, but particularly late-term abortions, are gross violations of the dignity of 
unborn humans and should again be made illegal in our country. More information about the 
Dilatation and Extraction procedure can be found in these web pages: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20060916154715/http://www.vanderbilt.edu/SFL/partial-
birth_abortion.htm, and http://americanpregnancy.org/unplanned-pregnancy/surgical-abortions/. 
Parents Advisory:  The web site information is quite graphic and not appropriate for children. 
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